
EXTENSION ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
MINUTES 

AUGUST 18, 2022 
 

IN ATTENDANCE: 
Sheila Beckley-FCS Program Update    Commissioner Buck 
Shaley Dehner       Pat Kindvall 
Erin Mathews       Cindy Nosko-Minutes 
Gary Schaneman      Mike Schwan 
Sean Short       Hannah Swanbom    
 
ABSENT: 
Rick Bowen       Amy Cooksey 
Josh Docheff       William Nelson 
William Owsley      Lori Stevens      
 
Gary Schaneman welcomed the group and called the meeting of the Weld County Extension Advisory 
Council to order at 12: 00 pm.  The minutes were approved by Sean Short and seconded by Erin 
Mathews.  All the board members introduced themselves. 
 
Hannah gave the Director’s report.  We survived and got through the fair this year.  Our sale was about 
1.5 million dollars which was about 200,000 more than last year. We owe that to our community and 
those who supported our youth.  We had about 5500 entries for the fair and about 900 exhibitors or 
so, and that included open class and 4-H.   We had a great turnout and added a few new things to the 
fair, one being the Ranch Rodeo which was a big hit. Overall fair was good.  We’re glad it’s done and 
look forward to next year. 
We failed the Horticulture search and will be advertising it again about September-October and 
hopefully we’ll find someone.  In the meantime, Katey has been doing a great job with the program 
and volunteers.  She is also working with Kat on some projects.  She has received a grant and is going 
to be working on some pollinator stuff with Patrick Pulis, our Outreach Coordinator. 
The West Greeley Conservation District had their community BBQ last week and we had a booth there. 
We had a great turnout, with our staff manning the booth and making connections with the 
community, which is something we hope to do more of.  So, if any of you know of an event or 
something we should beat, please let us know and we’ll set up our booth.  We kind of have our list for 
the nest year going.  
We are hiring two EFNEP agents, as there was a grant issued. They will be working with income 
restricted family concerning health, budgeting, etc.  They will also be doing life skill classes and 
parenting classes.  We can also get them into the schools to work with the counselors at educating at-
risk youth.  Hopefully they will be on board starting sometime in October.   
On the CSU side of things, we had a failed search for a Front Range Director. So, they will probably 
open that up again in the next couple weeks and I will be on the search committee. Other than that, 
we’re going to be doing some more work with the Spur campus.  We talked about getting a tour and 
getting involved with the campus and how it’s really Extension focused.  I’ll be going down in the next 
month for two days for a retreat. 
 
 
 



 
Commissioner Buck gave the Commissioner’s report.  I made a point to be at the fair every day and was 
overwhelmed at the amount of effort, energy, volunteerism, and commitment of everyone working. 
They were beginning at 5:30 am with bringing in the animals and continuing until about 8 pm.  To see 
the youth with the commitment they have for their animals was wonderful.  I think the livestock sale 
was probably the largest we’ve ever had. We do more at our Weld County Fair than the Colorado State 
Fair, so that says a lot about Weld County and our agriculture.  I commend everybody and royalty could 
not be any better in the way they were helping out everywhere, although I did feel bad that one of 
them got hurt on her horse.  Pat assured all that she was ok and got right back up.   
The ranch rodeo was something new this year and I had never seen a rodeo of that kind before.  It was 
definitely a good addition to the fair. 
 
Sheila Beckley gave an update on the FCS program and all that is happening.   She does a lot of 
networking here in Weld County and some of the programs she is working on are:  Healthy Aging in 
Colorado, Healthy Aging Resources Advisory Committee –KRFC 88.9 FM, Centennial BOCES, Asian 
Pacific Development Center, Healthy Eating Group, Aging Well Collaborative Impact Group Age-
Friendly Communities –Comm and Info, Weld Senior Networking, Alzheimer’s Association, Weld Food 
Bank, and the High Plains Library District. 
Some of the classes she has done include How to Store, Clean, and Prepare Vegetables in partnership 
with horticulture and master gardener folks and is sponsored by the library in Windsor in partnership 
with Larimer County doing a series of gardening things and occasionally doing some cooking, Colorado 
Cottage Foods Food Safety Certification for cottage food producers, Food Safety at Home was 
something she did with CSU for the first time for the resident employees, i.e., dorms, Healthy Living for 
Brain and Body, Living with Alzheimer’s, Dementia Conversations, Emergency and Disaster Preparation, 
Effective Communication Strategies for Dementia Caregivers, Understanding and Responding to 
Dementia-Related Behaviors, the Ten Warning Signs of Alzheimer’s Disease, Dining with Diabetes, Walk 
Indoors –exercise regimen which was not the most popular class, but did do one in Kersey in the 
wintertime and explained that it can also be done at home, Grow Smart Eat Smart is about container 
gardening and is for people that don’t have a regular yard such as in a trailer, apartment, etc.  We 
partnered with the Master Gardeners and the volunteers assisted with explaining and answering 
questions from the group.  Mike Schwan asked how many sessions were in the class and it was 
explained that there are normally 4 sessions, but due to the lack of getting a classroom, she was only 
able to do 2 sessions this last time.  She also does live Facebook demonstrations with the High Plain 
Library District which gives here exposure throughout the County. 
She was also lucky to get grants for “Nutrition for Older Adults, Dining with Diabetes, Food Safety 
Works and Financial Management Workshop & Symposium.” 
The following upcoming classes that she will be doing include Food preservation, fermented foods such 
as kimchi and sourdough, beans and their health benefits, nutrition & cooking, managing money, 
cooking under pressure, high altitude baking and the food protection manager certification. 
 
With no further business or new business, the meeting was adjourned at 1:00 p.m.  The next Council 
meeting will be on October 20th at noon at the Extension Office. 


