
Hairy Willow-Herb Identification and 
Management 

Hairy willow-herb is an Eurasian relative of our native fireweed and other 
willow-herbs that can invade and overwhelm moist areas and shorelines. It 
invades the same types of areas as purple loosestrife and can reduce wetland and 
shoreline habitat in much the same way. Although this plant was originally used 
as an ornamental, sometimes as an alternative to purple loosestrife, it is now 
illegal to buy or sell hairy willow-herb.  

Hairy willow-herb is a semi-aquatic perennial herb covered with soft 
hairs. It grows up to 6 feet tall. The stems are erect and branched. Flowering 
occurs June through August with showy pink-purple flowers that have white 
centers and four notched petals. The leaves are opposite, lance-shaped with 
toothed edges, and attach directly on the stem. Long, narrow seed pods split 
open to release numerous seeds with long white hairs. Each mature plant can 
produce up to 70,000 seeds. Seeds require a soil pH for 5.5 or higher for 
germination and are thought to remain viable for several years in the soil. Hairy 
willow-herb also spreads vegetatively by thick rhizomes (underground stems). It 
is tolerant of flooded soils. The rhizomes can grow submerged in water or water-
saturated soils but can also spread into meadows and other upland areas. 

   
 

Found in low pastures, ditches, wetlands, stream banks, fields and 
meadows. It is often found growing in the same habitat as and can co-exist with 
purple loosestrife. Hairy willow-herb can out-grow purple loosestrife in the fall 
where most of its spread is seen, although the reverse is true in the spring. It 
prefers sunny, open spaces but is somewhat shade-tolerant once established. 
 

Its aggressive growth crowds out native wetland plants. Dense stands can 
impede water flow in waterways and wetlands. Infestations can also increase 
bank erosion while degrading wildlife habitat.  

On the backside of this sheet are hairy willow-herb management 
recommendations. If you have any questions or would like more information, 

Rangeland infested with 

 musk thistle 

 

 

https://kingcounty.gov/services/environment/animals-and-plants/noxious-weeds/weed-identification/purple-loosestrife.aspx


please contact the Weld County Public Works Dept., Weed Division at (970) 400- 
3770.  Please visit our website www.weldweeds.org.  

 
Recommended management methods: 

 
Cultural/ Preventive – Prevent the establishment of new infestations by 
minimizing disturbance and seed dispersal.  
Mechanical – Hand removal of isolated individuals can be effective on a small 
scale. Handpulling should be conducted prior to seed set. It is important to 
remove the entire rootstalk of the plant to avoid regrowth from root fragments.  
Biological – There is no recommended biological control at this time. 
Herbicides – Harry Willow-Herb is found in very wet soils, so great care should 
be used when using herbicides so as to not harm other water plants. For early-
season control of seedling and regrowth plants less than 2 feet tall, use of an 
aquatic-labeled herbicide is effective. Look for seedlings in late May or early June 
where adult plants have grown. The herbicides Clearcast, Renovate 3, and 
Milestone are effective on hairy willow-herb and are specific to broadleaved 
plants. Rodeo, Arsenal or Habitat are effective on mature plants at the pre-
flowering stage. Use with caution, these products are non-selective herbicides 
and will kill all other vegetation that is sprayed.   
 
Always read, understand, and follow herbicide label directions. The herbicide 
label is the LAW!  

Herbicide Rate Application Timing/Comments 
Clearcast 

(Imazamox) 

64 to 128 oz./acre 

 

No restrictions on water usage for swimming, fishing, domestic 

use, ag sprays or livestock. Targets cattails as well. Apply at bud 

to mid-flower stage; typical treatment window is June/July. Add 

aquatic labeled MSO at 32 oz/100 gal. 

Rodeo  

(Glyphosate) 

5% solution No restrictions on water usage for irrigation, recreation, or 

domestic purposes. Do not spray directly into open water. 

Renovate 3 

(Triclopyr) 

6 to 8 quarts/acre 

(192 oz-256 oz/acre) 

Or 

5 to 7.6 oz/4 gallons 

Can be used in wetlands. Avoid spraying into open water. No 

restrictions on water usage for swimming, fishing and livestock. 

Apply at bud to mid-flower stage. Follow-up treatments will 

need to be made. Use an aquatic labeled non-ionic surfactant at 

32 oz/100 gal. 

Arsenal or Habitat 

(Imazapyr) 

16 to 48 oz/acre No restrictions on water usage for swimming, fishing and 

livestock. Minimize amount of over spray that enters the water. 

Apply at bud to mid-flower stage. Use an aquatic labeled non-

ionic or MSO surfactant at 32 oz/100 gal. Caution: typically, a 

bare-ground product. 

Milestone 

(Aminopyralid) 

7 oz/acre 

Or up to 14 oz if treating less 

than an acre 

Can be used in wetlands when they are dry, such as the fall. Use 

an aquatic labeled non-ionic or MSO surfactant at 32 oz/100 gal. 

Can also add 16 to 32 oz of 2,4-D or 32 to 64 oz of Garlon 

3A/Renovate 3 for increased control.  

 

Full-grown plant 

Rosette  


