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Enclosure: 
Recommended Boundary for the 8-hour Ozone Nonattainment Area 

Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment 

February 6, 2004 

On December 3, 2003, EPA recommended that the Denver/Front Range ozone nonattainment 
boundary include all 8 counties of the Denver-Boulder-Weld Consolidated Metropolitan 
Statistical Area (CMSA). This CMSA includes all of Adams, Arapahoe, Boulder, Broomfield, 
Denver, Douglas, Jefferson, and Weld Counties. EPA also recommends that all of Elbert, 
Larimer, and Morgan Counties be included in the nonattainrnent area. It is EPA 's position that 
this area comprises on airshed where ozone precursor emissions sources either cause or 
contribute to high ozone levels measured throughout the area. Monitoring sites in Jefferson and 
Douglas Counties have violated EPA's 8-hour ozone National Ambient Air Quality Standard, 
and monitors in Arapahoe, Larimer, and Weld Counties are in danger of measuring violations of 
the standard. 

Upon review of the topography, meteorology, and locations of emissions sources in the region, 
CDPHE concurs that much of this area should be included within the nonattainrnent area 
boundary when EPA publishes a final rulemaking in the Federal Register by April 15, 2004. 
However, CDPHE suggests that portions of Adams, Arapahoe, Larimer, and Weld Counties, and 
all of Elbert County and Morgan County not be included as part of the nonattairunent area. 

For Larimer County, the northern and western portions of the county should be excluded from 
the nonattainment area due to the lack of sources that emit ozone precursor emissions, and due to 
terrain features that logically exclude these areas from being considered as part of the airshed. In 
summary, the mountainous part of the county north of Rocky Mountain National Park (north of 
40°33' 17.4" North Latitude and west of 105°29'40.0" West Longitude), and the northern, rural 
portion of the county above the town of Wellington and east to the Weld county line (north of 
40°42'47. l" North Latitude) should not be included in the nonattainment boundary. The 
elevated terrain features of the Rocky Mountains (which runs through the western portion of the 
county), and the Cheyenne Ridge (which runs through the northern portion of the county), 
coupled with the lack of significant volatile organic compound (VOC) and nitrogen oxide (NOx) 
emission sources,justify the exclusion of this area from the nonattairunent boundary. 

For Weld County, the Division recommends that the northern portion of the county be excluded 
from the nonattainrnent area due to the lack of sources that emit ozone precursor emissions, and 
due to terrain features that logically exclude this area from being considered as part of the 
airshed. In summary, the northern, rural portion of the county north of Highway 14 (north of 
40°42'47. l" North Latitude) and east to the Logan county line should not be included in the 
nonattairunent boundary. The elevated terrain feature of the Cheyenne Ridge (which runs 
through the northern portion of the county), coupled with the lack of significant VOC and NOx 
emission sources,justify the exclusion of this area from the nonattainment boundary. 
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